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  P-51D “Happy Jack’s Go Buggy”























  
  
    
  









    

  
  

  



  
  
  
  

  
    
      
    
  
  
    
  





  
    
    


  



  
    
    
      
    
    

  

  
    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      


  Overview
	Make/Model: North American P-51D-30NA Mustang


	Serial Number: 44-74452

	Year of manufacture: 1944

	Project Duration: approx. 2 years

	Awards & Recognition: Grand Champion at EAA AirVenture 2008


The restoration of "Happy Jack’s Go Buggy" is a story of historical reverence and meticulous attention to detail. Originally a World War II-era USAAC Mustang, which later served with the Guatemalan air force, this aircraft's revival is a testament to our commitment to authenticity. We embraced the vision of Bruce “Doc” Winter, a former Navy pilot and history aficionado, to restore this aircraft to its original wartime condition. This project represented a unique challenge, demanding a deep dive into the Mustang's heritage and an unwavering dedication to historical accuracy.
Our team undertook this restoration with a dedication to authenticity, delving into intricate details like water transfer decals, fabricating obsolete parts, and achieving a finish that reflected its wartime operations. We aimed to not just restore but to recreate history, ensuring every element of "Happy Jack's Go Buggy" resonated with its storied past. The selection of the paint scheme, honoring 8th Air Force pilot Maj. Jack Ilfrey, further exemplified our commitment to honoring the aircraft's legacy.
The crowning achievement of our work came with "Happy Jack’s Go Buggy" winning Grand Champion honors at EAA AirVenture 2008. For Bruce Winter, piloting this restored Mustang was more than just flying; it was a living connection to history. His profound appreciation for our craftsmanship underlines the quality and passion that Midwest Aero Restorations invests in each project.
At Midwest Aero Restorations, we view each project as an opportunity to surpass our previous achievements. "Happy Jack's Go Buggy" is not just a restoration; it's a symbol of our ongoing quest for excellence in the field of warbird restoration. Our dedication to bringing these magnificent aircraft back to their former glory is unwavering, and we eagerly anticipate the opportunity to continue sharing these pieces of history with aviation enthusiasts worldwide.
Please scroll down and check out the gallery below for photos of the entire restoration journey.























  
  

















































  

    
  
    
      
        
          

          
          

          
            
              
                
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

            
              
            
            

          
              

            
          

        

      

    

    
  


  
















































  

    
  
    
      
        
          

          
          

          
            
              
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

            
              
            
            

          
            
          

        

      

    

    
  


  








  Click the image above to download an EAA Warbirds article about the restoration of “Happy Jack’s Go Buggy” in PDF format.
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              The aircraft that would become "Happy Jack's Go Buggy" leading a formation in the Guatemalan Air Force (Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca), circa early 1960s.
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  Get in touch
Address
22563 N. Bowman Ave
Danville, Illinois 61834

email: info@midwestaero.com
phone: (217) 431-1998























  
  









  Find us on Facebook
We regularly post project updates, pictures, and videos…
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